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Front  Matter :  

Prea mble  to Issue 1 :   (Issue 1 was dated 28 May 2005  and was entitled ñPlanning, Building, and 

Equipping Frank Pellowôs Workshopò) 

This document contains a condensed version of my notes about  the planning, construction, population, and 
initial use of my new wo rkshop.  The notes cover a period of approximately two years.  As you will see, the 

notes make extensive use o f photographs.  

While building the shop, I file d regular reports and asked many questions on Internet  woodworkerôs forums.  
In the past, almost al l my construction projects have been  undertaken with one or more other people.  That 
has many benefits and, for me, the greatest benefit, is to be able to discuss design alternatives both initially 
and as unanticipated problems and opportunities arise. Thi s time, I started out alone but, as soon as I 
utilized the Internet , ma ny folks ca me  to my assistance.  Throughout this document, I will shade text that 
references the Internet forums  in green.  

Unless specified  otherwise, the prices in this document are i n Canadian dollars.  The conversion rate 
between the Canadian and US dollars has varied a lot during the period covered by this document.  The 
averag e rate was such that  $1 .00  Canadian cost  about $0. 80  US.  You will also observe  that I mostly use 

metric te mperatures and distances because that is the norm in Canada and my decided preference.  
However, the building trades in Canada have been dragging their feet when it comes to conversion to Metric 
L, so most of the building dimensions use  Imperial  measuremen ts .  

Preamble to Issue 2 :  (Issue 2.1 was dated 27 December, 2006)  

I am updating this journal  to reflect some changes to the shop in the year and a half since I released Issue 
1.  Also an index of sorts has been added, there has been some reorganization , so me new material has been 
added, the title has been changed , and several typos have been fixed (and,  no doubt, new ones introduced).  

Preamble to Issue 3 :   

I am updating this journal to show  changes to the shop in the last two years.  Also , the description o f a few  
projects from earlier issues have been removed and have been replaced by the description of more recent 
projects.   The size of document has increased from 188  pages to 260  pages . 
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Planning :  

2003 April 10  (Thursday) :  

This is my first entry in what will, no doubt become a voluminous epistle.  

I just re tired two months ago and I hope that a lot of my time in the future will be spent in my 

wood working shop.  Right now I have a small (about 250 square feet)  very over -crowded shop in 

the basement :  

     

I want a shop with several things not provided by my current shop:  

¶ Natural light  

¶ Better ventilation and dust collection  

¶ Some 2 40 volt circuits  

¶ About double the space  

¶ Wider entry doors  
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I think that this can be provided by pushing forward the garage, placing a shop at the back, 

breaking a hol e in the basement wall , then  joining my current shop to the one at the back of the 

garage via a stairway.  

               

2003 April 26  (Saturday) :  

A couple of problems have come up.  

First, and most important, is that Margaret  (my wife)  is not keen on this plan .  I did ment ion 

my idea back when we were living in Kirkland, Washington, but she seems to have forgotten that 

discussion.  

The other thing is that I don't think I can push the garage far enough forward without getting a 

variance from the building department.  I can go  6 feet forward without a variance, but that does 

not leave enough room in the back of the garage for a decent workshop.   

I told Jane and Jill next door of my plan and I said that I would not go ahead with it if they 

disapproved.  They had no immediate re action but I am afraid that, they too, do not like the idea.  

2003 May 20  (Tuesday) :  

There has been  a big change in plans!  

I have given up on the idea of utilizing the garage.  Instead, I will build a stand -alone structure 

on the west side of the back yard and close to the house.  Here is the tentative layout and 

placement:  
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This should be a lot cheaper than the old plan.  My guess is that the garage/basement plan would 

cost between $40,000 and $50,000 whereas I think a separate building will cost ab out half that.  
 

 

2003 May 31  (Saturday) :  

I found some pre -stained cedar board and batten siding that is expensive but looks good.  I sent 

away for information and received good and fast answers to my questions.  They also sent me 

some samples of the differ ent colours and I have nailed the samples to the back of the garage to 

see if one of them stands out as the correct choice.  Margaret and I both favour a grayish blue 

but none of the samples that we received is exactly what we have in mind.  

I am including  a copy of the latest floor plan and some attempts at elevations:  
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2003 June 28  (Saturday) :  

Rob Austin  (my brother in law) who is a civil engineer and who used to be in a building plan 

scrutiny job for the city of London has agreed to chec k my plans before I submit them.  So, I am 

spending a LOT of time to draft complete plans and send them to him before Margaret and I leave 

for vacation on the 2 nd  of July.   

2003 August 24  (Sunday) :  

I heard from Rob and he says that I need to change a few structural things.  In particular, I need 

to use spruce rather than cedar for floor beams and joists, I need to have larger footing for the 

piers, and I need to have a much larger ridge beam in order to span 17 feet.  

2003 December 24 (Wednesday) :  

Today, my  plans were examined by the Scarborough Building department and things look good!   

I did not get a building permit, but I have every expectation that once I make a few changes and 

once I add some information, that a building permit will be forthcoming.  I need to do the 

following things:  
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¶ Calculate the percentage of our lot that will be covered by the combination of house, 

garage, and shed.  The total coverage can be no more than 33%.  I think that I am OK 

but, since the lot is a strange shape, I still need to do some calculations.  

¶ Provide them with complete information about the stove and chimney that I plan to install.  

I expect that I can get complete details on the WEB without actually buying anything.  

¶ Move the building at least 6 feet from the house.  Ma rgaret will like this rule.  I don't like it 

because it leaves very little space between the workshop and the vegetable garden.  

Related to this, I found that the building can be within 18 inches of the lot line.  I 

previously had it 36 inches away but wil l now move it closer to the line.  

2003 December 28 (Sunday) :  

I made an interesting discovery at Home Depot today.  They sell rough sawn 1 inch by 12 inch 

pine at 92 cents a foot.  These are real 1 by 12s too!  The quality of the boards that I saw was 

not b ad and I think that I can use it for the board and batten.  I talked to a sales person at Home 

Depot (a woman)  who said that she used it on a shed that she built last summer and was quite 

happy with the result.  

2003 December 31 (Wednesday) :  

The building pl ans were approved and I have the permit!   There are a few more changes 

that I needed to make before they would issue the permit but they are all for the better.  

I am attaching a copy of the permit and of some of the plans that back it up.  There will proba bly 

be some changes along the way, so it will be interesting to look back at these some day.  

 

      


